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Press Release

Mercury Concentrations in Fish in Buyat Bay Still Below Threshold Value
(Manado. 24 February 2006). The PTNMR criminal trial continued today in which the Public Prosecutor Team presented DR. Rachmansyah, MS – Expert Witness from the Department of Marine and Fishery to testify on his study conducted in 2004 saying that the mercury level in Fish in Buyat Bay was high.  

”It was disclosed that the analysis of water quality conducted by the Witness used a wrong and inaccurate sampling procedure. The witness does not have data on where the fish samples came from and who collected them. As such, the outcome is questionable,” Said Luhut M. Pangaribuan, Chair of PTNMR’s legal team. 

”The mercury level in the fish in Buyat Bay is still safe as the average mercury level in fish by WHO standards is 0.5 ppm or 0,5 mg/kg, whereas in the Witness’study the average mercury level in fish in Buyat Bay was 0.335 ppm or 0,335 mg/ kg”.  added Hafzan Taher.

The testimony made by DR. Rachmansyah today failed to prove that Buyat Bay is polluted and is unsafe for humans. ”The Witness is not an expert in the heavy metal toxicology, in this case an expert on mercury in human. He is an expert in the fish culture.” said Rick Ness in his conclusion. ”We agree with the Witness’ statement that sea water is base in nature – this statement is different from that made last week by Ir Sulistyowati of the Ministry of Environment stating that sea water could be acid. Therefore, the mercury contained in PTNMR’s tailings cannot be dissolved in Buyat Bay water because chemical compounds will not be able to get dissolved in base sea water,” Rick added.
*****
[image: image1.emf]For further information, please visit our website www.newmont.co.id or www.BuyatBayFacts.com 


Or kindly contact Rubi W. Purnomo, Public Relations Manager Newmont

Telp: 0815 183 7203 or rubi.purnomo@newmont.com 

_1156922261.unknown

