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Press Release

Last witnesses summoned by Prosecutor Team 

Manado, April 21st, 2006 – In today’s court hearing of the criminal case against PT NMR, the Prosecutor Team presented Prof. DR. Muladi, SH as the last expert witness. 

In his testimony, as written in the official report (BAP), the expert witness said that the indictment against PT NMR and Richard B. Ness had been in accordance with the laws prevailing in Indonesia (pursuant to Article 41-44) and the prosecutors must prove that what the defendants had done had caused pollution at Buyat Bay. 
Luhut MP. Pangaribuan, PT NMR’s defense lawyer team leader, in responding the expert witness’ statement, said, “The witness has misquoted the articles on subsidiary principle. This subsidiary principle shall be applicable to all acts and not be separated. Article 41-42 and 43-44 cannot be separated.”
Palmer Situmorang, a member of the defense lawyer team of Rick B. Ness, added: “The witness has just now said that if the indictment was not supported by at least two elements (act and purposefulness), the case failed to meet the Criminal Code.”
“Even in the court hearing, the witness also agreed that ERA which remained in the form of draft, so far becoming the reference for the Prosecutor Team to draw up the indictments, could not be a legal reference since it has not been put into effect,” added Luhut after listening the witness’ testimony.  

Until today’s court hearing, the Prosecutor Team still fails to prove that there has been pollution at the Buyat Bay and both PT NMR and Richard B. Ness, as its President Director, have committed an act, purposefully or not, causing pollution at the Buyat Bay as indicted.  
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