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Press Release

Newmont Criminal Trial Presents 29th and 30th Witnesses 
(Manado. 10 March 2006). PTNMR criminal trial has continued today in which the Public Prosecutor summoned the following two witnesses:

First expert witness DR. rer. nat. Budiawan – Toxicologist and Head of Environmental Safety and Risk Study Center, Faculty of Mathematics and Science of University of Indonesia. He was summoned to testify on the results of his examination on four Buyat residents in 2004, stating that the blood of the four Buyat residents contained a high level of mercury, exceeding the average value of (8(g/liter) according to the International Programme on Chemical Safety (IPCS) – a standard used by WHO. 

”We can see that the witness did not carry out a proper procedure. The witness failed to request the examined Buyat residents to fast for a minimum of 30 hours before their blood, nail, and blood [sic] samples were taken by the witness. As they did not fast, the analysis result may be misleading”, said Luhut M. Pangaribuan, Chief of PTNMR legal advisors. 

”It is very clear that the witness used wrong average value parameters. According to the  IPCS, the value of 8(g/liter (in a range of 0-50(g/liter) applies to the mercury level in the blood of the population not exposed or the population who consume fish less than once per week. In fact, Buyat residents are classified as the exposed population and consumes a lot of fish or at least once a day”, added Hafzan Taher, legal Adviser.

In response to the testimony made by the first witness,  Richard B. Ness said : ”It is very clear that the witness failed to read fully and only selected certain parts of the WHO reference. The witness should have seen that the community with a high level of fish consumption normally may have a mercury level of  approximately 200(g/liter in the blood ”

Second expert witness is Drs. Munawardin, MM – Head of POLRI Forensic General Chemistry Unit, who conducted a study on the quality of sea water, sediment of the bottom of Buyat Bay and nail, blood, and hair of the four Buyat residents coming to Jakarta in 2004.

”It is obvious in today’s trial that results of the laboratory test conducted by LabFor POLRI  constitute a study of sea water quality which is inconsistent with other studies conducted by SARPEDAL, CSIRO, ALS Bogor, WHO and KLH. It is important to note that LabFor POLRI is not an accredited laboratory,” said Luhut M. Pangaribuan.

”The witness failed to show in the trial that his statements made in the Minutes of Investigation are accurate data in line with the testimony made by the witness today”. Palmer Situmorang said. 

Rick Ness responded the testimony made by the second witness: ”Based on his testimony, we can see that the mercury level according to the laboratory analysis result in the human blood and fish samples is within a normal range.” Rick also added: ” However, it is strange that the high level of mercury concentrations in sea water is not correlated with the low level of mercury concentration in the fish samples. Thus, I conclude that the sampling chain has been disconnected. As such, that cannot be accepted in the trial”.

The testimonies made the two expert witnesses today did not prove that Buyat Bay has been polluted and negatively affected humans.
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Or kindly contact Rubi W. Purnomo, Public Relations Manager Newmont
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