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Press Release

First Witness Has Never Done Research in Buyat 
Second Witness Does not Have Expertise as Admitted 
(Manado. 3 March 2006). The PTNMR criminal trial continued today in which the Public Prosecutors presented the following witnesses to testify. 
First Expert Witness Ir. Y. Yudi Prabangkara DEA – Head of Mine Environmental Management Technology, P3TPSM – BPPT was requested to testify in relation to his expertise in the fields of geology and hydrogeology. 
”Based on the study conducted by another party as presented by the Witness, the arsenic level in well water at Buyat was high, however the Witness was unable to determine the source of the arsenic because the contributing sources can originate from nature and the arsenic-contained pesticide used by farmers, illegal mining practices and other factors”. said Luhut M. Pangaribuan, Chief of PTNMR’s legal team.

In response to the statement made by the Witness above, Richard B. Ness said: ”Referring to the statement of the Expert Witness, detoxification is defined as a process to eliminate hazardous substances and convert them into stable compounds before being placed in the environment. PTNMR has undergone a detoxification process for arsenic and mercury in the tailings and convert them into stable compounds as planned to meet the standards stipulated. The data obtained from the detoxification process were reported to the Government”.

Second Expert Witness DR. Rignolda Djamaludin – Lecturer at the Faculty of Fishery and Marine Science, UNSRAT and Director of KELOLA; said that the quality of the environment in Buyat Bay had decreased, based on the monitoring of sedimen quality, water quality and biological quality.

”In my opinion, this Expert Witness has claimed as if he was an expert in many fields such as health expert, toxicology expert, fishery and marine expert, and sociological expert. I am sure that this Expert is actually an expert in confusing the community by conveying false scientific information without any evidence to create nation-wide sensations in the media”. Rick B. Ness responded the testimony of Rignolda. ”Many of his statements are not true and have disturbed the life and economy of the local people in the vicinity of the mine area and have caused fears and confusion in the community. Moreover, I am of the opinion that this Witness has embarassed the institution in which he teaches, the government and has failed to respect the legal system in this country. His groundless allegations have made my colleagues put in jail for 32 days without any clear reasons.” added Rick.
The testimonies made two Expert Witnesses today failed to prove that Buyat Bay is polluted.
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