	[image: image1.emf]PT NEWMONT

MINAHASA RAYA

N


	PT. NEWMONT MINAHASA RAYA

MENARA RAJAWALI 26TH FLOOR

JL. MEGA KUNINGAN LOT # 5.1, KAWASAN MEGA KUNINGAN        JAKARTA 12950 - INDONESIA 

Phone No. (62-21) 576-1444 Fax No. (62-21) 576-1464



Press Release

PTNMR Has Fulfilled and Submitted Obligations Requested by Government 

(Manado. 3 Feb 2006). The PTNMR criminal case trial took place today at the District Court of Manado to hear a fact witness named Dra. Masnellyarti Hilman of the Ministry of Environment.

During the trial a number of important facts on AMDAL, RKL/RPL and ERA were revealed. The witness presented by the prosecuting attorney admitted that PTNMR had fulfilled the obligations required by the government, including the ERA document  requested in the permit issued numbered B-1456/BAPEDAL/07/2000. Her statement was similar to the statement made by witnesses Sonny Keraf and Isa Karmisa in the previous trials.

”Although ERA has no legal basis as no law nor government regulation regulates it, PTNMR submitted and completed its ERA. And, the submitted ERA document was never rejected by the government and other parties.” said Luhut M. Pangaribuan, PTNMR’s lawyer. 

 ”PTNMR has always submitted its RKL & RPL every three months to the government, including the Ministry of Environment. Whenever there was any suggestion and revision from the government, Newmont always incorporated such suggestion and revision and reported it in the following report, and there has never been any objection ever since. This means that such correction has been accepted.” added Luhut.
”It is important to note that PTNMR has operated its mine based on the AMDAL accepted and approved by the government. The AMDAL document serves as a component to be considered in the issuing of an STP permit,” said Palmer Situmorang, PTNMR’s lawyer.
The statements made in trial added to a long list of weaknesses of the indictments made by the prosecuting attorney against PT NMR and its President Director, Richard B. Ness. ”PTNMR has always shown its good faith to fulfill the requirements set by the government although it is not part of the regulation that has a legal basis.” said Rick Ness. ”We have also never received any warning letter from the government nor any recommended changes.” added Ness.
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